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Chairman’s Message
I am honored to stand before you to present the Annual Report for the year 2023 on behalf of the Garul and
Chandrawati Dewan Foundation. This year has been nothing short of a testament to our unwavering
commitment to excellence. The pages of our report bear witness to remarkable achievements, thriving
collaborations, and steadfast support from individuals, organizations, and our dedicated team. It is a
narrative of progress in the realms of advancing computer education and nurturing community development.

The year 2023 was marked by significant milestones,
made possible through the collaborative efforts of our
stakeholders. We extend our sincere appreciation to all
those who stood by us, providing unwavering support
that fuels our mission. As we reflect on the
achievements of the past year, we eagerly anticipate
and envision another year of transformative endeavours
that will contribute to the betterment of our
communities.

In the spirit of gratitude and collaboration, we express
our sincere thanks to our partners, donors, and the
dedicated team at Garul and Chandrawati Dewan
Foundation. Your collective efforts have not only
fuelled our progress but have also laid the foundation
for a future marked by continued positive change.
Together, let us embark on another year of purposeful
endeavours, making a difference that resonates in the
hearts and lives of those we touch.

Rohit Kumar Dewan
Chairman & Trustee
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Garul and Chandrawati Dewan Foundation is a Public Charitable
Trust, in Darjeeling, West Bengal. With a profound commitment
to community empowerment, the Foundation has successfully
pioneered 29 community computer learning centres. These
centres have become invaluable educational hubs, providing
transformative opportunities to ~1500 children from rural and
urban areas. The Foundation has facilitated over ~1 Lakh hours of
comprehensive computer training, fostering digital literacy and
skill development among the youth we serve, since our inception
in May 2021.

OUR VISION
By 2030, we envision empowering 1,00,000 children with
indispensable computer skills, encompassing coding, animation,
and professional certifications. Grounded in integrity,
collaboration, and innovation, our goal is to equip today's youth
for tomorrow's technology-driven world. Through the
establishment of accessible computer learning centers in every
village, we aspire to eliminate disparities and offer equal
opportunities, fostering an environment where every child,
irrespective of their background, can flourish in the digital era.

OUR MISSION
Our mission is to transcend the digital divide, extending our
reach to the unreachable and forging opportunities where none
currently exist.

OUR PROJECT

We set up a community computer learning centre in the
village/school, with the help of the local Samaj and
School.

 
The Samaj/School provides us with the space and
volunteers and takes ownership of the assets created,
ensuring the project's sustainability.

The lessons are taught through video tutorials,
eliminating the need for a computer teacher to be
physically present in the classroom.

Tests are conducted after the completion of each
module and certificates are awarded to successful
students.
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31,332
H O U R S  O F  T R A I N I N G

647
S T U D E N T S

521
C E R T I F I C A T E S  D I S T R I B U T E D



VIDHYADAN ACADEMY - 9480 HOURS COE DARJEELING - 7774 HOURS

MALDHIRAM JR HIGH SCHOOL - 4962 HOURS MT CARMEL SCHOOL - 2910 HO…

EVERGREEN ENGLISH SCHOOL - 1365 HOURS

DARJEELING MUSLIM… SRI SATYA SAI PRI…

MUNICIPAL GIRLS HI… SUNRISE NURSERY…

MAGARJUNG… LOWER AL…

BUSTY GAON…

KHAR…

BUS…

SIRI…

COE DARJEELING
177

MUNICIPAL GHS
74

MALDHIRAM JHS
64

SUNRISE NS
52

MOUNTAIN HS
40

SSSPS
40

LOWER ALOOBARI
39

EVERGREEN ES
26

VIDHYADAN
24

MAGARJUNG
24

SIRIKHOLA
21

BUSTY GAON
14

KHARIA BUSTY
10

Impact Snapshot
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Student Count

Hours Trained
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(17)

2021
(8)

Chronicle of Our Impact
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ADVANCING DIGITAL EDUCATION:

Phase 3 Launch: In a significant milestone, we initiated Phase 3 of our program, introducing

Tsheyang Tamang to Digital Marketing and E-Commerce Professional Certification, Priyanka

Tamang, Nishant Ghatani, and Phuchung Sherpa to the Google Cyber Security Professional

Certification, Marben Lama to Graphic Design, and Kritika Sharma to Data Analytics

Professional Certification Course.

Internship Opportunities: Tsheyang Tamang, upon completing her course, secured a valuable 4-

month internship with Trade India, facilitated by the generous support of Sandip Chhettri, CEO

of Trade India. This serves as a tangible illustration of the real-world impact of our programs.

Certificate Distribution: A moment of pride as 521 students were awarded their certificates

from Computer Shiksha.

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT:

Through collaboration with the Inner Wheel Club of Darjeeling, a successful community

computer learning center was launched at the Darjeeling Muslim Welfare Society premises.

A new community computer center, made possible by the generous donation of Mr. Alfred

Tamang, was established at Lower Kharia Busty, Kurseong. We extend our deepest gratitude to

Shri Anit Thapa, Chief Executive Officer of the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration, for

gracing the inaugural ceremony.

Collaboration with Lets Green Darjeeling resulted in the successful launch of a community

computer learning center at Lower Aloobari Primary School in Darjeeling.

We strategically relocated the Ghoom Khasmal Samaj's community computer learning center to

Mountain Heritage Academy, ensuring uninterrupted community access.

Key Highlight’s - 2023
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Celebrating New Leadership 

It is with great pleasure that we announce the welcomed addition of two distinguished individuals to the
Board of Trustees at the Garul and Chandrawati Dewan Foundation! Joining us in our mission are Prashant
Rai, Chief People Officer at Spandan Sphoorty Financial Limited, and Sandip Chhettri, the CEO of Trade
India.Com.

Their shared commitment to philanthropy, unwavering dedication to community development, and
extensive expertise in their respective domains make Prashant and Sandip invaluable assets to our
esteemed Board. With their inclusion, our resolve to continue making a meaningful impact in the lives of
those in need has never been stronger. Together, we are poised to intensify our efforts in empowering the
youth in our communities through computer literacy, championing the cause of bridging the digital divide.

Join us in extending a warm and enthusiastic welcome to our newest trustees! Together, let's forge a path
towards a brighter, more compassionate future for all.
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E N H A N C I N G  O U R  V I S I O N  A N D  I M P A C T

PRASHANT RAI SANDIP CHHETTRI
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We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Namita Rai and Sirikhola Social Organisation Welfare Society,
representing the Sirikhola Center in Rimbick, Robin Khawas and Vidhyadan Academy from the Upper
Mamring Center and Sarup Sawliz Rai from the Maldhiram Jr High School center, who has been honoured
with the Certificate of Appreciation from Computer Shiksha. Their exemplary dedication has earned them
the esteemed Certificate of Appreciation from Computer Shiksha, a recognition that underscores their
steadfast commitment and tireless efforts in advancing computer education.

Celebrating Individuals

To each of these individuals, we express our sincere appreciation and recognition for your unwavering
commitment and diligent efforts. Your hard work has not gone unnoticed, and we encourage you to
maintain the same level of excellence that you have consistently demonstrated.

Your significant contributions have been instrumental in advancing our shared goals. Your dedication and
perseverance stand as an inspiration to others, reflecting the highest standards of professionalism. We value
your continued support and are deeply grateful for your invaluable contributions. Rest assured that your
hard work is a driving force behind our collective success. Together, we can persist in making a meaningful
difference and achieving remarkable outcomes.



Our foundational partnership with Computer Shiksha has been nothing short of a cornerstone since our inception
in May 2021. The twelve sponsored centers, born out of this collaboration, stand as beacons of our shared
commitment to bridging the digital divide, showcasing the transformative power of collective efforts.

Glenary's Darjeeling, through its generous funding, empowered us to establish a crucial learning center in Busty
Gaon. The steadfast support of Edwards Foundation Darjeeling has fostered a nurturing environment for
technological education at Sri Sathya Sai Primary School, marking a significant milestone in our educational
initiatives.

Our commitment to community enrichment finds expression in our partnership with Hayden Hall, where the
cultivated partnerships and established community continue to inspire and drive our mission forward. 

Let's Green Darjeeling has significantly contributed to our educational endeavours, enriching the learning
experience for our students in Lower Aloobari Primary School, and the Inner Wheel Club of Darjeeling has played a
crucial role in shaping the educational landscape through their significant contributions in setting up the
community computer learning center at the premises of Darjeeling Muslim Welfare Society.

A special note of gratitude extends to Nimesh Subba and Krishnaraj Tamang from the UK for their generous
donation of laptops, and to Shri Rajeev Rai for ensuring their safe transport to Darjeeling. Their unwavering
support is invaluable and has made a lasting impact on the success of our mission.

Furthermore, our thanks extend to Miss Kakoli Chowdhury and Alfred Tamang, whose commitment to education
has sparked a positive revolution in our classrooms. Their dedication is integral to the success of our mission, and
we are grateful for the positive impact they bring to our educational initiatives.

Partnerships & Collaborations
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Darjeeling
Dialogues
Empowering Youths through Insightful Conversations

Darjeeling Dialogues, a dedicated platform for inspiring
and motivating youth through engaging online and offline
talks, continues to evolve as a catalyst for positive change.
In November 2022, we marked the inception of Darjeeling
Dialogues with a symposium themed "Preparing Today’s
Youth for Tomorrow’s World." Our focus was on the
evolving landscape of employment trends and the essential
preparations required for success in the digital era.

At the heart of Darjeeling Dialogues is a welcoming
community that transcends disciplinary boundaries. We are
united by a shared passion for giving back to society,
mentoring youths, reshaping perspectives, and contributing
to a better world for future generations. Together, we form
a community of like-minded individuals driven by the
common goal of inspiring young minds to dream big and
illuminating the path to realizing those dreams.

Throughout the year, Darjeeling Dialogues curated a series
of impactful webinars, featuring distinguished speakers
from various domains.

These webinars served as insightful platforms, providing
practical knowledge and fostering a culture of continuous
learning. Each session aimed to equip the youth with skills,
perspectives, and motivation necessary for navigating the
challenges of the modern world.

Darjeeling Dialogues remains committed to its mission of
empowering youth through knowledge-sharing and
mentorship. As we reflect on the past year's achievements,
we look forward to continuing our journey of inspiration
and transformation in the years to come.
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Since the implementation of GCDF's program in my
school, the discernible distinction of our students in
terms of computing and digital proficiency has been
a source of satisfaction, validated by feedback from
various sources, particularly parents and guardians.

Witnessing the dynamic interactions in the computer
classroom, where students engage in friendly
competitions, challenging each other with questions
like "can you do this?" or "can you make/draw this?"
is a testament to the curiosity and competitiveness
instilled by the program. This environment not only
fosters a spirit of learning but also strengthens the
depth of understanding.

A striking illustration of the program's positive
impact is evident when a class 3 student, hailing
from a family unable to afford a smartphone, not
only participates but excels in digital drawing and
other activities competitions. Such instances
underscore the transformative influence of GCDF
within our community.

In expressing gratitude, I extend heartfelt thanks to
GCDF for their invaluable contribution to bridging
the digital divide and empowering learners across
diverse backgrounds.

Dipendra Khati
Principal, Evergreen English School

It is a boon to those underprivileged children who do
not have any options to get the knowledge about the

computer. The parents are also very thankful for
providing such kind of compassion - 

Rabin Khawas,
Teacher, Vidyadan Academy

In my observation, some of the students had explored
their creativity while using the computer. At first, all
the students were afraid of using the computer, but

now they are enjoying and exploring the deeper things.
And I also observe their confidence in social life while

interacting with each other. - 

Abhisek Thapa,
Teacher, Mount CArmel School

Children were able to develop basic skills. Encourages
a love for learning and improves communication skills -

 
Taruna Rai,

Teacher, Sr Sathya Sai Primary School

Mentors are always ready to help us whenever we
come across any problem during computer classes - 

Bijayata Tamang,
College Student

These classes empower you to stay competitive and
adaptable in an increasingly digital landscape - 

Nishant Ghatani,
Volunteer



Rohit Kumar Dewan
Chairman & Trustee

Rohit Dewan served in the British Gurkha Rifles for 20 years, rising
through the ranks to retire as a Warrant Officer Class 2 (WO2). Following
this distinguished military career, he spent another 15 years with the
Gurkha Reserve Unit in Brunei.

Binayak Dewan
Managing Trustee

With a career spanning over two decades encompassing versatile
experience in corporate social responsibility, the development sector,
business management, and customer service, Binayak brings a wealth of
expertise. His proficiency extends across strategic leadership, impactful
stewardship, and transformative growth.

Meet Our Trustees 
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Prashant Rai
Trustee - GCDF & Chief People Officer - Spandan Sphoorty Financial Ltd.
With a focus on driving HR strategy, talent management, learning, and
capability development, Prashant has played a key role in implementing
effective HR practices and innovative human capital strategies. His
expertise lies in building effective people practices through technology.

Sandip Chhettri
Trustee - GCDF & CEO - TradeIndia.com

Sandip leads the vision and strategy of India's largest B2B marketplace.
With more than 20 years of expertise in e-commerce, digital marketing,
and product development, Sandip has played a pivotal role in propelling
the platform's growth and innovation.

Dewasish Dewan
Trustee - GCDF & Manager - Digital Innovation Team

With over 8 years of experience in sales, Dewasish serves as a Sales
Manager at Robosoft Technologies. He possesses a comprehensive
understanding of the outsourcing ecosystem and has successfully
overseen end-to-end sales processes.
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Garul and Chandrawati Dewan Foundation
Nima House, 7 Oaks Road, Rose Bank, Darjeeling -734101

Phone: +91 78109 81386 | 94343 25899
Email: chairman.gcdf@gmail.com

Website: www.garulandchandrawatidewanfoundation.org

Garul and Chandrawati Dewan Foundation is a Public Charitable Trust, in Darjeeling, West
Bengal. With a profound commitment to community empowerment, the Foundation has
successfully pioneered 29 community computer learning centres. These centres have
become invaluable educational hubs, providing transformative opportunities to ~1500
children from rural and urban areas. The Foundation has facilitated over ~1 Lakh hours of
comprehensive computer training, fostering digital literacy and skill development among
the youth we serve.

We extend our heartfelt
appreciation to all our

valued donors, dedicated
volunteers, and steadfast

supporters whose
unwavering contributions
have been instrumental in

helping us bridge the
digital divide.
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